
SOUND OF SILVER INVITATIONAL  

Rules and Regulations 

PLEASE NOTE:​
The football field is AstroTurf. 

●​ No open flames of any kind are permitted. 
●​ All items and props must be free-standing. 
●​ Nothing may be pegged or pinned into the turf. 

 

1. Field Information 

The competition field will be a regulation football field with clearly marked five- and ten-yard 
lines, hash marks, and sidelines. The field is surrounded by a fence; bleachers are located 
inside the fence. The press box is on the west side of the stadium. 

2. Band Classification 

Bands will be classified according to the number of wind and percussion players (pit players not 
included). Bands may enter a higher classification, but not a lower one. 

●​ White Division (A): Up to 35 players 
●​ Blue Division (AA): 36–50 players 
●​ Red Division (AAA): 51–70 players 
●​ Silver Division (AAAA): 71–99 players 

3. Admission 

●​ General admission: $10.00 
●​ Ages 5–18: $5.00 
●​ One chaperone per 10 student participants will be admitted free 
●​ Current MENC and GHSA membership cards will be honored at all GMEA-approved 

events in Georgia (cardholder and one guest admitted free) 

4. Event Cancellation 

If the event is canceled, the Event Coordinator must contact the GMEA Marching Band 
Chairperson and the GMEA Office immediately. 

5. Performance Timing 



●​ Bands are scheduled every 10–15 minutes. 
●​ Each group has 15 minutes to enter, set up, perform, and exit the field (including 

on-field warm-ups). 
●​ Penalty: 0.1 point deducted for every 15 seconds over the limit. 
●​ 5-point penalty for warm-up noise or playing that interferes with the 

festival/contest/finals. 

6. Performance Order 

Performance order is determined by postmark. The host director reserves the right to change 
performance order as needed.​
 

7. Uniform Requirement 

All participating bands must perform in full uniform. 

8. Judging Structure 

●​ Olympic system for both Festival and Competition Bands 
●​ Festival Band: Rated (Superior, Excellent, Good, Fair) 
●​ Competition Band: Judged on Music (40%), Marching (30%), and Visuals (30%). 

Penalties deducted from final score. 

9. Auxiliary and Caption Judging 

Drum Majors, Color Guard (Flag, Dance, Majorette), and Percussion will be judged separately: 

●​ Festival: Superior & Excellent trophies 
●​ Competition: Superior, Excellent, 1st & 2nd Place trophies 
●​ Awards are presented during each respective ceremony. 

10. Ratings and Trophies 

●​ All Festival Bands receive trophies or plaques. 
●​ Ratings: 

○​ I = Superior: 85–100 
○​ II = Excellent: 70–84.9 
○​ III = Good: 55–69.9 
○​ IV = Fair: 54.9 and below 

11. Majorette Evaluation 

At least three majorettes are required for evaluation. 



12. Best in Class Awards 

Best in Class awards will be given in A, AA, AAA, and AAAA divisions at the conclusion of the 
Competition portion. 

13. Division Champions 

●​ White Division Champion: A 
●​ Blue Division Champion: AA 
●​ Red Division Champion: AAA 
●​ Silver Division Champion: AAAA 
●​ 2nd and 1st Runner Up: regardless of classification 
●​ Overall Champion: Highest scoring band regardless of classification 

14. Seating 

All bands will be assigned specific seating in the stadium and must remain in their designated 
area. 

15. Press Box Access 

No director, parent, or student from any participating band is allowed in the press box. 

16. Awards Ceremony Participation 

●​ Officers attending the ceremony must be in full uniform. 
●​ They will line up on the front hash mark to receive awards. 
●​ Only designated officers may be on the field. 
●​ At the conclusion of Competition, all bands will enter the field, led by the Sound of 

Silver Drum Line for the retreat ceremony, and be escorted to an assigned yard line. 
●​ Bands must remain in position through the awards ceremony and exit in an orderly 

fashion afterward. 

17. Registration Fees 

●​ Festival: $75.00 
●​ Competition: $75.00 
●​ Both: $150.00 
●​ Georgia Bands must submit a $500.00 performance bond (refunded upon check-in). 
●​ Submit two separate checks: one for performance, one for bond. 
●​ Checks must be received within seven (7) calendar days of the event. 

18. Performance Schedule 



A performance schedule will be emailed to the director at least five days before the event. 

19. Rain Plan 

●​ In case of rain, the event may be held indoors or postponed until the rain stops. 
●​ “Marching” will be removed from the judging criteria. 
●​ Bands will be judged on Music, Visual Effect, Drum Major, Percussion, and Color 

Guard to the best of the judges’ ability. 
●​ Final decisions on weather will be made by the Contest Director. 

20. Digital Access 

●​ Directors must provide an email with access to Google Drive. 
●​ Judges' comments and videos will be delivered digitally. 
●​ Paper score sheets can be picked up at the 50-yard line after the Festival or 

Competition Awards. 

21. Application Deadline 

All applications, payments, and signatures must be received (not postmarked) two weeks 
before the event. 

22. Food and Concessions 

●​ Cooking is not allowed in the PCHS parking lot. 
●​ Please support the on-site concession stand to help sustain the event. 
●​ If you want your band to be fed as a group, set meal options are available. 
●​ Forms are available on soundofsilver.net; submit with your performance check. 

 
 

http://soundofsilver.net/
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